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Lessons To Be Learned
From ‘The U2 Affair’

U

Not many Americans, surely, have forgotien thi

"2 affair. Those whoso recollecti ns may have becom?
. irred may have their memories of that tragic episode
refreshed with the publication soon of “The U2 Affair";
written by David Wise and Thomas B. Ross. H
There is nothing in Ameriean history quite like that,
affair. When {he*plane piloted by Francis Gary Powers’
went down 1,200 miles inside Soviet Russia a chain re--
action set in (hat shook the world. Of all the figures
In that incident perhaps no one was so totiched with.
©. tragedy as Presiden! Diwight D. Eisenhower., He as-
sumed full responsibility for the flight and saw his-
dream of being remembered in hiztory as a peace-maker .
exploded in the brutal disruptionsby Nikita 8. Khrush- -

ciev of the summit conference in Paris.

The saddest part of ali is thal no one appears io,
have learned any lessons from the incidént. James Hag-
erty, the President's press secrelary at the time,
seemed to sum up the public feeling when he sald that
the lesson to be learnpd was don't get caught. ,

Practically all the officlal difficulties that arpse |
from the U2 flight that failed, however, can be traced
to the breach of a convention as old as military intelli-
gence. The unvarying rule has been (o deny officially
‘the existence of any espionage activities on our part.
Throughout history spies have been caught and executed
without any expression of official interest on the part
of their countris, The convention has made it possible

. for'nations to live with espionage and counter-cspionage,
Contrast, for instance, the Russian atiitude toward .
Cnl. Rudoll Ahel, caught and convieted of spying in the .
U.S., who was [inally exchanged for Powers. Russia -
¢ consistently tnok the attitude that Abel was not and *
never had hecn a spv.
. The U2 affair, together with the Cuban jnvasion
fiasco, may have hroken the power of the Ceniral In-
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telligence Agency 1o collect intellizence as well as di-:
rect poticy. Congress may not insist that a select “watch-{ .
dng” committee be apppinted to oversee the CTA, butf
there is evidence, if not official confirmation, that the!
direction of policy has heen taken firmily away fmm§
the CIA and lodged where it belongs, in the highest!
echelons of the executive department. If so the U2 has,%
taught us ore lesson of value,
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